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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, MNUC, PK, US 

SUBJECT: F-5ES AND MIRAGES: APPLES AND ORANGES? 


1 . IN OUR EXCHANGES DURING THE PAST PEW WEEKS ON THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE REPROCESSING PLANT IMBROGLIO AND THE NEED POR REASSURANCES 
TO PAKISTAN, WE HAVE NOTICED THE OCCASIONAL REFERENCE TO 
FRENCH SENSITIVITY TO PLANS WE MAY HAVE TO RESPOND PAVORABLY TO 
PAKISTAN'S REQUEST FOR F-5E AIRCRAFT. THE SUGGESTION IS THAT 
PARIS WILL MISCONSTRUE MENTION OF F-5ES AS AN EFFORT ON OUR PART 
TO EXPLOIT FRANCE'S REPROCESSING PLANT DISCOMFITURE TO GAIN 
CUSTOMERS FOR US HIGH PERFORMANCE AIRCRAPT, AT THE EXPENSE OF 
POSSIBLE FRENCH SALES OF MIRAGES. 


2. WE THINK THIS IS A MATTER OP MIXING APPLES AND ORANGES. 


A. IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE TWO AIRCRAFT (F-5ES AND MIRAGE IIIS 
OR VS) ARE IN NO WAY COMPARABLE IN ROLE, IN SOPHISTICATION, IN 
PERFORMANCE, OR IN COST (INITIAL OR ONGOING). 

B. AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THERE ARE NO PAF PLANS POR PROCURING 
ADDITIONAL MIRAGE AIRCRAFT (RECENT PRENCH DELIVERIES HAVE BEEN 
REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT); 
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C. THE F-5E REQUEST WAS DEVELOPED WITHIN THE PAP SEPARATELY 
FROM THE MIRAGE; THE F-5E IS INTENDED AS A REPLACEMENT FOR THE 
GREYBEARDED N-86S WHICH HAVE BEEN IN THE PAKISTANI INVENTORY 
SINCE THE I950S; TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE THE PAF HAS NEVER 
CONSIDERED MIRAGE AIRCRAFT AS F-86 REPLACEMENTS. 
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D. THERE ARE NO PENDING OR PROSPECTIVE ERENCH AIRCRAFT SALES 
TO THE PAE. 

3. WE RECOGNIZE FULLY THAT THE SMALL AIR EORCES OE THE WORLD HAVE 
TO MAKE DO WITH WHAT THEY CAN GET "OEF-THE-SHELE" OE THE MAJOR 
PRODUCERS;; THEY CANNOT AFEORD THE LUXURY OE DESIGN-TO-MISSION. 
THE PAF MAY, AT SOME POINT, FIND IT NECESSARY TO USE EITHER E-5ES 

OR MIRAGES IN A ROLE BEST SUITED EOR THE OTHER. OUR POINT, 

HOWEVER, IS THAT SUCH USAGE IS NOT PART OF THE PAE'S CALCULUS 
IN OPTING EOR E-9E AIRCRAET AT THIS TIME. WE CANNOT DEEEND 
AGAINST ALL FRENCH SUSPICIONS OF OUR ACTIONS OR MOTIVES; BUT A 
DECISION ON E-5ES EOR THE PAE IS DEEENSIBLE ON ITS OWN. 

4. WE WOULD ADD, AS AN ADDITIONAL POINT, THAT AT THE TIME THE A-7 
DECISION WAS CONVEYED TO THE PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT LAST YEAR, THE 
USG EXPLICITLY STATED THAT WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO CONSIDER PAE 
REQUEST EOR A DIEFERENT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT, AND F-5E'S WERE 
MENTIONED AS AN EXAMPLE. 
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